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When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a
man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of
one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his
case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone
and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me
and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince
had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the
rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left
her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king
threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel
was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?'
Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her
beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding
compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide
here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most
High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in
woe? iii. 42.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the
unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the
place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent
vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht
related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he
will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I
should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on
life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away;
Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk
dcxiii.There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons.
They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and
his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to
kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that
transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,
needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him
and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,
that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of
patience.'.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor
heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down
upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him
great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much
in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon
Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took
leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.God, Of Trust
in, i. 114..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is
minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest
from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter
the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit
thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The
king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on
against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me
and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so
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this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.? ? ? ? ? My
clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment
rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their
case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from
his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he
dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night],
commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and
assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the
night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had
wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.The season of my
presence is never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water
and more sweet..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss
it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the
world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or
reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his
glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household
of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee
is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..The billows of
thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they
returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this
city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and
said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like
number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden
nor grievance to them..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..There was once a man of
fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him
of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the
dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of
money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money
and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon
the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier
and the Envied xlvi.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man
to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired
to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple;
whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They
carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and
they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to
him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy
love enough have I abyed..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander
of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found
thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back;
but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him
into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour
faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do
his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my
lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place
of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have
wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him
the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in
union was complete..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed
his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and
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paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a
double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a
picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end
of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and
ordinance thereof..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of
care;.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five
thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes,"
answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him,
"Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came
the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of
him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with
himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on
one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we
straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers
(213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself
upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and
Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this
place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread
[the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats
and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after
which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with
all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.So he left her and slept his night and
on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case;
whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband
and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and
when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his
wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but
to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants
and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an
the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and
taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was
like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her
skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in
her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake,
as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the
lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the
cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me
nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and
he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk
saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the
lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and
thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he
understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".When
the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and
do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of
righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'
And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days'
tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a
stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a
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year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.16. The Fox
and the Crow cl.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after
which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his
cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his
charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his
entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks
and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the
young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his
sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein
he should take up his abode..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder
man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address
myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in
our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto
folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding
public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto
slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Presently, as
they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they
pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the
boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that
which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy
and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted
them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into
the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him
[and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the
chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..Er
Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an
exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the
ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest
not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah,
she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst
sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the
Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became
nothing worth in mine eyes.'.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and
bright..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and
he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one
of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have
arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy
wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged
war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and
seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine
enemy.'.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..?
? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of
her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is
gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were
present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that
which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she
opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and
she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace
and my home may be near at hand!'.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None
can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following
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verses:.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your
sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and
your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a
thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me
of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his
daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the
gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He
hath given me of His bounties.'.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life
serene and undisturbed content?.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..Ass, the Sharpers, the
Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an
Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath
been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And
here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned
from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before
her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but
she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his
case.'.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought
of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were
moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and
tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.When the king
heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and
wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from
his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great
rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the
noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur,
who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high
festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers
and they gave themselves up for lost..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..If, in his
own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and
kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but
thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She
raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell
down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I
have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173)
and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee
together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with
thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? How
many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.(continued)..Now this present
was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the
serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred
thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a
charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the
ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country
to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren.."There was once a man, a merchant,
who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he
said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country
and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he
bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price
for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his
friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited
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and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.For the uses of
food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near,
when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he
laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and
ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their
doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and
slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and
said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the
waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..90. The Devout
Prince cccci.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands
and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and
beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none
came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how
wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the
face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single
hour.'.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.Whenas mine
eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing
trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the
damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the
casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he
trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman
was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and
enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..When the
king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his
couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the
day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I
have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for
women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and
women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast
women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and
charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their
privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a
mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted
aye!.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of
those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath
disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his
dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance
no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy
hair..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away
and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by
the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the
door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was
sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my
night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..King's
Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my
spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a
baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ?
? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of
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Love xxxix.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the
merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To
yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him
(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the
gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;
so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them
upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.When the news reached El
Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded
and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented
with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the
troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he
espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to
those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard
of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of
me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art
esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold,
weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of
them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose
and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food
and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate
of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou
wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly
arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier
and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king,
that.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's
bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her,
"Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and
said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..If I must
die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from
Khorassan Night ccxlix.85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a
number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this,
so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the
king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant,
whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his
sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?'
Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and
thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But,
"Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft
moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to
question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of
my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.Awhile after
this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there
befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that
one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come
thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to
her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the
door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had
me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!"
Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door
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thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".When it was the
eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to
the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him;
whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance
after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be
oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and
how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Me, till I stricken was
therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well
done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night
waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess
of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe
broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his
beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.'
But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing
to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand
a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of
troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these
her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of
this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the
mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise.
Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be
accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun!
Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation
and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than
any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their
prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and
Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were
cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast
down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety
[and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he
hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there,
accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down,
but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost
for me prohibit, with thy regard austere.
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