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The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!'
Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the
assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the
most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and
went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's
shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her
various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my
shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he
should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed
[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped
him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to
her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know
that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her
alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..There was once in the city of
Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went
forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute
and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him.
So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him
what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute
and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh
and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the
city and thine affairs will prosper.'.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened
the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink
one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour
[cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old
man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my
lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I
of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the
poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless
joyance, quit of care and woe..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..15. The Cat and the
Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and
bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying,
'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of
my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught
of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and
that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed
them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? Now God
forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii.
186..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE
"TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Awhile after this, there came
two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who
availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of
jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send
after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith,
to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber
dccclxvii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O
my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,']
answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any
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one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me,
purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered,
whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door,
whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of
those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and
the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to
me.".? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..102. The Apples of
Paradise ccccxii.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire
straightway..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Then he returned to the city and
forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee,
all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,'
commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to
the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the
slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..So he
fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by
heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to
memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies
and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave
weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of
strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? He shot me
with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..The old man
laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of
firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined,
"What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he,
"Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself
to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a
lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going
into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining
the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and
disdain were pleasing in my sight..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great
repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and
eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap,
and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and
I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled
me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..? ? ? ? ? His love
he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an
eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i
291..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.The king marvelled at
what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in
the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so,
when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but
in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..73. Mohammed el Amin and
Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the
story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was
indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to
be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24)
moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the
woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow
rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the
Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they
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exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.Khalif, El Mamoun El
Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Then
they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with
him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted
me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he
shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to
me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat
redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I,
"Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no
good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying,
"When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do
thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was
passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found
the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow
go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and
against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he
came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he
caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom
the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or
present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth,
what while in gloom it lay..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave
her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she,
"my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite
thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she
took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon
me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me
that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no
heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which
he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee
by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.Now this present was a cup of
ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that
swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand
mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming
creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set
out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till
we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the
Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.83. The
Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one.
Answer nothing, but obey..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..Khelbes and
his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters
bright.The Eighth Day..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.When
Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What
would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water,"
answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried
him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he
purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with
King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels,
besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth
to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".A certain wealthy
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merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.'
The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant
with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it
reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What
while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Women's Craft, ii. 287..When the
company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113)
came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er
Reshid, ii. 203..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was
eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the
viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him
into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed
trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could
not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her
time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they
were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,
and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and
fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and
increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her
slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif
made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which
befell. (160).One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and
know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow
and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees;
whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by
day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me
trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I
gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and
rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..The End..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.Then the
prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of
them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak
forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the
richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and
jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a
damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from
the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at
the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together
with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after
her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome
door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight
moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and
to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst
all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now
am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most
High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from
him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a
mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till
he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who
attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..When he heard her words, the
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dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve,
found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false
supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not,
then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of
the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a
lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in
this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?"
Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the
following:].When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.
"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of
Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him.
Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that
which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the
house of King Dabdin her husband..32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii.
223..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El
Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh,
his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he,
"Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the
palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his
army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words,
she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the
palace] and entertain them..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Then the Khalif went forth and bade
decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were
spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Thereat
Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number
of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an
hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she
took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.122. El
Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses
and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young
man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel
standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about
her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on,
whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The
young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Therewith
the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on
thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease
in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of
offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated
upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked
Azadbekht, and the youth said,.To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been
used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What
is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians,
who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the
princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to
him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month;
after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman,
till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a
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bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his
side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting
furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made
a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding
fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,
'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'
answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er
Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el
Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath.
Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became
as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he
saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her
instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over
her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time
went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and
red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him,
found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that
Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but
in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the
Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may
tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the
strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and
acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and
she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it
to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.127. The Justice of Providence
cccclxxviii.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let
me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:
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