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The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who
said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save
those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou
content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not
thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to
Baghdad, the abode of peace."."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed
the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet,
put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground
and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of
this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more
in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the
letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and
apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who
hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And
what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a
strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and
there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.I am filled full of longing pain and memory and
dole, iii. 15..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh
Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for
Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of
concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is
nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of
the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;
else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will
be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;
contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.Thereupon the folk all prostrated
themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the
House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk
came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the
folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were
in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and
viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced
in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in
body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.
104..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I
ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..So he sat down at the sharper's head,
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and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise
and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make
him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still
misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare
him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to
him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and
blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of
King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and
embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and
doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou,
by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute
them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to
her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..Here they halted and
took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said,
'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make
him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy
woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you.
And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one
carrying his son and that his brother..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came
to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh
cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But
they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the
first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to
flight..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a
great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and
jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an
hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all
this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his
daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her
concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King
Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give
over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who
forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..On this wise they abode a whole
year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till
I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent
from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not
trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and
loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she
trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that
whereof thou hast need..The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair
and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling,
and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful
baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a
man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will
requite thee thy deed.'.Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged
against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.141. Haroun er Reshid and the
Arab Girl dclxxxv.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's
caprices, in his pride..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought,
saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I
answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so
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do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When
the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost
endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round
about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on
this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God
before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished
sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The
Story of the Portress xviii.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the
upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed
and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in
which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth
she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now,
before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words
true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide,
when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went
to the bath..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's
Story cxliii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls
dxcv.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand
still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to
him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as
she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to
him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst
be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day
that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.'
And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he,
and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Calcutta (1814-18)
Text..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her,
till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her
with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till
they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held
the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side;
whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if
the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship
and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of
rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and
kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the
intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts
and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst
Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So
she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.9. Kemerezzeman and
Budour ccxviii.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this
old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth
he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the
dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and
said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand
dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught
of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall
I do with the like of this fellow?'.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a.
The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to
raise it men delight..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but,
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when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited
them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved
me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom
and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said,
'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who
will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the
demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting
Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened
of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So
they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found
him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she
whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein
was the tomb of the king's daughter..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee
a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me
my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the
tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell
another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt
enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him]
three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month
to the hire of his lodging.'.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I
shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by
Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his
stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I
put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee
that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his
chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination
of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never
at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who
was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and
hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he
had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt
to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of
his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and
verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an
exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what
saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought
him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the
king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out
therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at
the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..When King Shah Bekht heard this,
he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and
come again at eventide..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and
well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up,
and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost
loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city
with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors,
till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with
them..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women
and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning
him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let
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him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and
slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy
plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever
oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose
to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he
cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou
sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and
said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other,
"Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion,
was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of
hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for
her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee
other than this, conceal not from me aught..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?"
he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still
spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..So he abode
in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector
nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my
due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the
grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he
said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and
what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the
merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ?
? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is
sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits
nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or,
kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en
farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing
sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who
presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ?
? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii.
24..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother
of all th' afflicted, say..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii.
53..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth
forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing
and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the
following verses:.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.O'erbold art thou in that to
me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most
magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went
forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and
sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various
kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and
my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander
me and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..So saying, he
sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote
one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon
the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till
they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the
soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after
which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his
cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his
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charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his
entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks
and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the
young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his
sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein
he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Then Ishac seized
upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no,
not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy
kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath
nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and
self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a
number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the
following verses:.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth
with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at
her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.'
She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto
thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114)
And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he
knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said,
'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.There was once, in a province of Persia, a
king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was
childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of
knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the
prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed
about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his
father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he
was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn
what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to
him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to
another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but
none could give him tidings thereof..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I
forget the love of thee?.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I
will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).54. The
Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown
upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language],
questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and
come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on
the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore,
against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and
what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me
somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all
that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we
carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..It befell
one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is
yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the
world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with
this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Then there reigned after them an understanding king,
who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in
the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he
read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till
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he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral
instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and
the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of]
this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth
from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking
the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to
singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like
Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Presently, up
came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out
[apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died;
methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and
prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks,
and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than
she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is
I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a
quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan,
bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol
him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar
was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob
and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify
himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and
knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to
slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part
[thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied,
"I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement
at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me
know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided
her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the
draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace
and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and
women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King
Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to
him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women,
and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become
ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had
betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her
news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her
pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours
among the Jinn.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I
knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein
I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding
prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced
in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the
wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their
hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence
enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and
there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon
after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and
chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are
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bent!.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments
of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to
his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines
and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she
improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and
dismay..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune
fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which
she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with
repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,
whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her
like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter
and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..So
the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that
we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to
burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When
thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and
that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I
bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said,
"After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son,
they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted
him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..Then I sang
and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour
of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not
going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He
shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ?
a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on
Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..The company
marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange
adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to
his house..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard,
but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him
and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting;
whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore
dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself,
muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it
empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may
see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of
understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king
and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So
he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news
of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our
allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at
thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person
and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do
thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he
addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he
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committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved
that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of
our foes!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as
follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El
Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted
upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When
El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at
the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's
good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him
did visit she was, as sick he lay..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came
to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw
him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to
proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly
manners and qualities.
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